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Table 1.  Excluded articles.

	Author
	Year
	Reason for exclusion

	Shamji
	2009
	retrospective study of administrative database

	Lambiris
	2008
	retrospective study

	Stancic
	2008
	dysphagia not a major reported outcome

	Tervonen
	2007
	retrospective study

	Kilberg
	2006
	dysphonia not dysphagia

	Fogel
	2005
	surgical treatment of dysphagia

	Yue
	2005
	retrospective study

	Edwards
	2004
	did not address study question

	Baron
	2003
	retrospective study

	Beutler
	2001
	dysphonia not dysphagia

	Winslow
	2001
	retrospective study

	Apfelbaum
	2000
	retrospective study

	Jellish
	1999
	dysphonia not dysphagia


Table 2.   Level of evidence for prognostic studies determining rates and risk factors associated with dysphagia following anterior cervical surgery.
	Methodological Principle
	Anderson
2008
	Buttermann
2008
	Mendoza-Lattes
2008
	Chin
2007
	Lee  2007
	Mummaneni
2007
	Papavero
2007
	Vaidya
2007
	Lee  2005
	Riley*

2005
	Smith-Hammond
2004
	Pedram
2003
	Bazaz
2002
	Frempong-Boadu
2002
	Ratnaraj
2002

	Study design

Prospective cohort study 

Retrospective cohort study

Case-control
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(*
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Patients at similar point in the course of their disease or treatment
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Patients followed long enough for outcomes to occur
	(
	(
	(
	
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Complete follow-up of >80%
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	

	Controlling for extraneous prognostic factors
	
	
	(
	
	(
	
	
	
	(
	(
	(
	
	
	
	(

	Evidence Level
	II
	II
	I
	III
	I
	II
	III
	II
	I
	II
	I
	II
	II
	II
	II


*Longitudinal registry.
