
eTable 1: Bedside care rituals across race based on individual generalized estimating equation (GEE) 
population-averaged logistic regression models 

 Care ritual Race Percent‡ 95% CI p-value† 

Smell 

Brought bowl of food  

White 1.67 0.53 2.82  

Black 0.75 -0.81 2.32 0.474 

Other 2.78 -0.70 6.27 0.486 

Applied essential oils  

White 1.14 0.15 2.14  

Black 0.62 -0.86 2.10 0.637 

Other 2.69 -0.90 6.28 0.295 

Applied scented 
eye/head pillow 

White 0.48 -0.06 1.02  

Black * * * * 

Other 0.95 -0.88 2.77 0.551 

Brought favorite 
blanket/pillow from 
home  

White 1.19 0.22 2.16  

Black 6.74 2.18 11.29 0.001 

Other 2.89 -0.68 6.45 0.242 

Sound 
Brought audio of favorite 
music or sound 

White 2.81 1.08 4.53  

Black 7.94 2.29 13.59 0.032 

Other 5.36 -0.21 10.93 0.298 

Brought audio/video of 
cherished life Event 

White 0.56 -0.14 1.25  

Black 1.54 -0.78 3.86 0.311 

Other 3.34 -0.64 7.33 0.043 

Touch 
Applied soothing 
massage 

White 6.42 3.99 8.85  

Black 6.27 1.45 11.09 0.955 

Other 18.71 9.56 27.87 0.001 

Applied lotion  

White 6.71 4.15 9.27  

Black 5.97 1.11 10.82 0.798 

Other 17.70 8.45 26.95 0.004 

Fluffed pillow 

White 12.95 9.64 16.27  

Black 16.27 8.96 23.58 0.393 

Other 25.18 15.04 35.33 0.009 

Held patient’s hand 

White 25.14 19.94 30.34  

Black 42.31 30.43 54.18 0.006 

Other 41.53 27.45 55.61 0.022 

Applied a cool, wet, 
washcloth to patient’s 
face/lips 

White 11.13 6.52 15.74  

Black 7.81 -0.15 15.77 0.523 

Other 17.66 4.17 31.15 0.310 

Applied glycerin oral 
swabs to the patients 
lips. 

White 3.04 1.46 4.61  

Black 3.45 0.07 6.83 0.824 

Other 7.88 2.02 13.73 0.042 

Applied soup via swab to 
the patients lips 

White 0.55 -0.14 1.24  

Black 0.70 -0.87 2.27 0.856 



 Other 3.68 -0.49 7.85 0.028 

Sight Brought personal items 
such as 
pictures/blankets/pillows 
from home 

White 3.77 1.75 5.79  

Black 6.06 0.98 11.13 0.353 

Other 6.44 0.26 12.63 0.344 

Brought the patient 
notes, cards or personal 
artwork 

White 2.11 0.98 3.24  

Black 2.82 0.10 5.54 0.604 

Other 2.84 -0.32 5.99 0.638 

Personal 
Care 

Applied oral suctioning 

White 1.92 0.66 3.18  

Black 7.55 2.66 12.43 0.004 

Other 4.12 -0.20 8.43 0.229 

Assisted with 
turning/positioning 

White 7.98 5.13 10.82  

Black 7.73 2.11 13.35 0.938 

Other 15.35 6.37 24.33 0.068 

Freshened the patients 
pillow 

White 8.55 5.83 11.28  

Black 7.22 2.16 12.29 0.665 

Other 16.71 8.11 25.30 0.035 

Collected/applied 
additional blankets as 
needed 

White 5.10 2.88 7.33  

Black 10.56 4.34 16.78 0.055 

Other 15.12 6.55 23.69 0.004 

Applied a cool washcloth 
to mouth, eyes, or head 

White 5.41 3.01 7.81  

Black 8.13 2.33 13.92 0.347 

Other 13.72 5.07 22.37 0.021 

Spiritual Read to patient from 
favorite book, poem, 
religious passage 

White 0.77 -0.09 1.62  

Black 6.85 1.89 11.81 0.001 

Other 7.25 1.24 13.26 0.002 

Read to the patient from 
collection of spiritual 
readings 

White 0.77 -0.12 1.66  

Black 5.69 0.97 10.4 0.006 

Other 4.77 -0.36 9.90 0.024 

Brought pictures from 
home and told stories 
about each 

White 1.25 0.33 2.18  

Black 2.02 -0.38 4.41 0.507 

Other 4.50 0.39 8.60 0.034 

Displayed religious 
symbols/icons/protective 
jewelry 

White 1.72 0.55 2.89  

Black 2.15 -0.49 4.79 0.757 

Other 2.39 -0.87 5.65 0.672 

* indicate that a particular race did not have any data for that ritual 
†As compared to those identifying as racially white as the reference group 


