Search strategy for identification of studies
We searched the following databases for relevant trials

1) The Cochrane Renal Groups Specialised Register and the Cochrane Central Register of Controlled Trials (CENTRAL) in The Cochrane Library, (Issue 2 2008) was searched using the following terms:- 
#1 MeSH descriptor Aldosterone Antagonists explode all trees 
#2 (Canrenoate Potassium*):ti,ab,kw in Clinical Trials 
#3 (Canrenone*):ti,ab,kw in Clinical Trials 
#4 (Spironolactone*):ti,ab,kw in Clinical Trials 
#5 (aldosterone antagonist*):ti,ab,kw in Clinical Trials 
#6 (aldactone*):ti,ab,kw in Clinical Trials 
#7 (practon*):ti,ab,kw in Clinical Trials 
#8 (sc-9420*):ti,ab,kw in Clinical Trials 
#9 (spiractin*):ti,ab,kw in Clinical Trials 
#10 (sc-14266*):ti,ab,kw in Clinical Trials 
#11 (soldactone*):ti,ab,kw in Clinical Trials 
#12 (soludactone*):ti,ab,kw in Clinical Trials 
#13 (aldadiene*):ti,ab,kw in Clinical Trials 
#14 (phanurane*):ti,ab,kw in Clinical Trials 
#15 (sc-9376*):ti,ab,kw in Clinical Trials 
#16 (eplerenone*):ti,ab,kw in Clinical Trials 
#17 (#1 OR #2 OR #3 OR #4 OR #5 OR #6 OR #7 OR #8 OR #9 OR #10 OR #11 OR #12 OR #13 OR #14 OR #15 OR #16) 
#18 MeSH descriptor Renal Insufficiency, Chronic explode all trees 
#19 (chronic kidney disease* or chronic renal disease*):ti,ab,kw in Clinical Trials 
#20 (chronic kidney failure* or chronic renal failure*):ti,ab,kw in Clinical Trials 
#21 (chronic kidney insufficiency or chronic renal insufficiency):ti,ab,kw in Clinical Trials 
#22 (#18 OR #19 OR #20 OR #21) 
#23 (#17 AND #22) 

CENTRAL and the Renal Groups Specialised Register contain the handsearched results of conference proceedings from general and speciality meetings. This is an ongoing activity across the Cochrane Collaboration and is both retrospective and prospective (Master List 2007). Therefore we did not specifically search conference proceedings. 

2)  MEDLINE (1966 to August 2008) was searched using the optimally sensitive strategy developed for the Cochrane Collaboration for the identification of RCTs (Dickersin 1994) with the following specific search strategy developed with input from the Cochrane Renal Group Trial Search Coordinators. 
1. exp Aldosterone Antagonists/ 
2. Canrenoate Potassium.tw. 
3. Canrenone$.tw. 
4. Spironolactone$.tw. 
5. aldosterone antagonist$.tw. 
6. aldactone$.tw. 
7. practon$.tw. 
8. sc-9420$.tw. 
9. spiractin$.tw. 
10. sc-14266$.tw. 
11. soldactone$.tw. 
12. soludactone$.tw. 
13. aldadiene$.tw. 
14. phanurane$.tw. 
15. sc-9376.tw. 
16. eplerenone$.tw. 
17. or/1-16 
18. exp Renal Insufficiency, Chronic/ 
19. (chronic kidney disease$ or chronic renal disease$).tw. 
20. (chronic kidney failure$ or chronic renal failure$).tw. 
21. (chronic kidney insufficiency or chronic renal insufficiency).tw. 
22. or/18-21 
23. and/17,22 

3)  EMBASE (1980 to August 2008) using a search strategy adapted from that developed for the Cochrane Collaboration for the identification of RCTs (Lefebvre 1996) together with the following specific search strategy developed with input from the Cochrane Renal Group Trial Search Coordinators was also searched. 
1. exp Aldosterone Antagonist/ 
2. aldosterone antagonist$.tw. 
3. SPIRONOLACTONE/ 
4. spironolactone$.tw. 
5. Canrenone$.tw. 
6. aldactone$.tw. 
7. practon$.tw. 
8. sc-9420$.tw. 
9. spiractin$.tw. 
10. sc-14266$.tw. 
11. soldactone$.tw. 
12. soludactone$.tw. 
13. aldadiene$.tw. 
14. phanurane$.tw. 
15. sc-9376.tw. 
16. eplerenone$.tw. 
17. or/1-16 
18. Chronic Kidney Disease/ 
19. (chronic kidney disease$ or chronic renal disease$).tw. 
20. (chronic kidney failure$ or chronic renal failure$).tw. 
21. (chronic kidney insufficiency or chronic renal insufficiency).tw. 
22. or/18-21
23. and/17,22 

4)  Reference lists of nephrology textbooks, review articles and relevant trials. 
5)  Letters seeking information about unpublished or incomplete trials to investigators known to be involved in previous studies. 

