
Appendix 1 

Example of one list of the SWIR test. The listener’s task is to repeat the last word (i.e., the word 

underlined) after each sentence and recall as many last words as possible at the end of the list. 

 

Sentence 1 (primacy): The knife cuts the cake. 

Sentence 2 (primacy): The house had a lovely garden. 

Sentence 3 (asymptote): The apple pie was hot. 

Sentence 4 (asymptote): He's combing his hair. 

Sentence 5 (asymptote): The small puppy was scared. 

Sentence 6 (recency): They're going to the seaside. 

Sentence 7 (recency): They ate some plums. 

 



Appendix 2 

The questions contained in the SSQ12 questionnaire (Noble et al., 2013) are listed below. 

Q1: You are talking with one other person and there is a TV on in the same room. Without turning the TV 

down, can you follow what the person you’re talking to says? 

 

Q2: You are listening to someone talking to you, while at the same time trying to follow the news on TV. 

Can you follow what both people are saying? 

 

Q3: You are in conversation with one person in a room where there are many other people talking. Can you 

follow what the person you are talking to is saying? 

 

Q4: You are in a group of about five people in a busy restaurant. You can see everyone else in the group. 

Can you follow the conversation? 

 

Q5: You are with a group and the conversation switches from one person to another. Can you easily follow 

the conversation without missing the start of what each new speaker is saying? 

 

Q6: You are outside. A dog barks loudly. Can you tell immediately where it is, without having to look? 

 

Q7: Can you tell how far away a bus or a truck is, from the sound 

 

Q8: Can you tell from the sound whether a bus or truck is coming towards you or going away? 

 

Q9: When you hear more than one sound at a time, do you have the impression that it seems like a single 

jumbled sound? 

 

Q10: When you listen to music, can you make out which instruments are playing? 

 

Q11: Do everyday sounds that you can hear easily seem clear to you (not blurred)? 

 

Q12: Do you have to concentrate very much when listening to someone or something? 

 


