Supplementary Table 4. Baseline characteristics of the entire cohort. 
	
	Global cohort
(N=597)
	Budesonide
(N=151)
	Prednisone
(N=446)
	P values

	Female sex (n, %)
	421 (70.5)
	107 (70.9)
	314 (70.4)
	0.915

	Age, years (median, IQR)
	61.9 (48.8 – 71.5)
	62.2 (46.3 – 71.5)
	61.8 (49.7 – 71.5)
	0.591

	Other AI disease (n, %)
	175 (29.4)
	36 (23.8)
	139 (31.3)
	0.082

	Cirrhosis (n, %)
	87 (14.7)
	8 (5.4)
	79 (17.8)
	<0.001

	AST, IU/L (median, IQR)
	373 (112 – 961)
	122 (71 – 330)
	600 (160 – 1118)
	<0.001

	ALT, IU/L (median, IQR)
	457 (160 – 1093)
	175 (88 – 474)
	618 (222 - 1267)
	<0.001

	ALP, IU/L (median, IQR)
	153 (103 – 258)
	115 (83 – 184)
	166 (116 – 262)
	<0.001

	GGT, IU/L (median, IQR)
	150 (70 – 308)
	89 (45 – 263)
	169 (85 – 325)
	<0.001

	Bilirubin, mg/dL (median, IQR)
	1.6 (0.8 – 6.6)
	0.9 (0.6 – 1.6)
	2.4 (0.9– 8.3)
	<0.001

	INR (Median, IQR)
	1.1 (1 – 1.3)
	1 (1 – 1.2)
	1.1 (1.0 – 1.3)
	<0.001

	Ferritin (median, IQR) *
	205 (80 – 792)
	146 (53 – 332)
	268 (97 – 1222)
	<0.001

	Ferritin >2.1xULN (n, %) *
	106 (30)
	15 (15)
	91 (36)
	<0.001

	ANA ≥1/80 (n, %)
	443 (78.4)
	114 (79.7)
	329 (78)
	0.659

	ASMA ≥1/40 (n, %)
	309 (55.7)
	68 (49.6)
	241 (57.7)
	0.101

	IgG mg/dL (median, IQR)
	1800 (1400 – 2470)
	1713 (1290 – 2376)
	1845 (1411 – 2520)
	0.061

	Interface hepatitis (n, %)^
	437 (84.8)
	115 (85.8)
	322 (84.5)
	0.717

	Lymphoplasmacytic infiltration (n, %)^
	487 (94.4)
	130 (96.3)
	357 (93.7)
	0.261

	Biliary Changes (n, %)
	67 (13.1)
	16 (11.8)
	51 (13.5)
	0.627

	Simplified AIH score (Median, IQR)
	6 (6 – 8)
	6 (6 – 7)
	6 (6 – 8)
	0.082

	Cumulative doses at 6 months+ (median, IQR)
	3262 (2449 – 4106)
	3517 (2449 – 4597)
	3234 (2514 – 3853)
	0.133

	Cumulative doses at 12 months+ (median, IQR)
	4460 (3262 – 5966)
	4545 (2973 – 7065)
	4324 (3300 – 5352)
	0.302

	Azathioprine (n, %)
	530 (88.8)
	131 (86.8)
	399 (89.5)
	0.362


AST: Aspartate aminotransferase; ALT: Alanine aminotransferase; ALP: Alkaline phosphatase; GGT: Gamma-glutamyl transpeptidase; INR: International normalized ratio; IgG: Immunoglobulin G; ANA: Anti-nuclear antibodies; ASMA: Anti-Smooth Muscle Antibodies, IQR: Interquartile range
*Ferritin available in 353 patients.

+ Cumulative doses available in 289 patients. Doses are expressed in cumulative doses of prednisone (converted from budesonide in patients treated with this drug).

$ Cumulative doses available in 374 patients.
