Supplementary Digital Content 1: Baseline characteristics by trial arm
	 
	Treatment Groups

	
	Placebo  (N=236)
	Zinc (N=241)
	Zinc±Copper (N=247)

	Age  [months, mean ±SD]
	18.0 ± 11.1
	17.8 ± 11.4
	17.7 ± 10.5

	Age categories [N (%)]
	

	      ≤12 months
	88 (37.3)
	106 (44.0)
	100 (40.5)

	      13-24 months
	104 (44.1)
	87 (36.1)
	97 (39.3)

	      >24 months
	44 (18.6)
	48 (19.9)
	97 (39.3)

	Male [N (%)]
	149 (63.1)
	134 (55.6)
	145 (58.7)

	Mean number of children in family under five years
	1.6±0.8
	1.7±0.8
	1.7±0.9

	Mother's education [schooling yrs, mean ±SD]
	6.9 ± 4.2
	7.5 ± 4.1
	6.9 ± 4.2

	Immunization complete to-date  [N (%)]
	154 (65.2)
	172 (71.4)
	165 (66.8)

	Breast feeding/complimentary feeds   [N (%)]
	143 (60.6)
	127 (52.7)
	134 (54.3)

	Duration of illness [hours, mean ±SD]
	39.3 ± 21.9
	42.4 ± 26.7
	43.7 ± 28.3

	Duration of diarrhea  [hours, mean ±SD]
	35.1 ± 20.2
	35.6 ± 20.2
	35.8 ±20.4

	Duration of vomiting  [hours, mean ±SD]
	19.9 ± 20.5
	20.1 ± 21.5
	19.9 ± 20.0

	Duration of fever [hours, mean ±SD]
	22.3 ± 23.6
	25.3 ± 26.8
	25.5 ± 29.5

	Dehydration status  [N (%)]
	

	      None
	183 (77.5)
	187 (77.6)
	214 (86.6)

	      Some
	49 (20.8)
	49 (20.3)
	28 (11.3)

	      Severe
	4 (1.7)
	5 (2.1)
	5 (2.0)

	Dysentery  [N (%)]
	16 (6.8)
	24 (10.0)
	25 (10.1)

	Rota virus diarrhea  [N (%)]
	53 (22.5)
	46 (19.1)
	58 (23.5)

	Received ORS  [N (%)]
	104 (44.1)
	119 (49.4)
	92 (37.3)

	Received any other medications  [N (%)]
	109 (46.2)
	106 (44.0)
	107 (43.3)

	Weight for age Z score [mean ±SD]
	-2.13 ±1.12
	-2.04±1.20
	-2.14±1.23

	Weight for age Z score < -2 [N (%)]
	132 (55.9)
	119 (49.4)
	126 (51.1)

	Height for age Z score [mean ±SD]
	-1.31±1.61
	-1.14± 1.53
	-1.21 ± 1.88

	Household wealth index [mean ±SD]
	-0.03±1.04
	0.05 ± 1.05
	-0.05±0.91

	Water safety score [mean ±SD]
	1.7 ± 0.9
	1.7 ± 0.9
	1.9 ± 0.9

	Hand washing score [mean ±SD]
	1.2 ± 0.9
	1.2 ± 1.0
	1.3 ± 1.1

	Pre-recruitment serum zinc [µg/dl, mean ±SD]
	75.3 ± 31.2
	70.8 ± 36.5
	66.4 ± 28.2

	Post-therapy serum zinc [µg/dl, mean ±SD]
	76.4±33.5
	76.6±35.1
	74.2±40.0

	Serum zinc< 60 µg/dl [N (%)]
	81 (34.3)
	107 (44.4)
	121(49.0)

	Serum Copper [µg/dl, mean ±SD]
	123.0 ± 34.6
	125.9 ± 39.3
	123.4 ± 35.0

	Serum Ferritin
	35.9 ±90.4
	45.9±166.5
	29.9±50.7

	Hemoglobin % [g/dl, mean ±SD]
	9.6 ± 1.9
	9.8 ± 1.7
	9.5 ± 1.9


