
Supplementary Table S1. A comparison of demographic characteristics between patients 

who underwent SR and RFA 
Variables SR 

(n=145) 

RFA 

(n=222) 

p 

Age (years)  63 (54–69) 66 (58–73) 0.001 

Sex (male) (%) 107 (73.8) 134 (60.4) 0.07 

Albumin (g/dL) 4.1 (3.8–4.4) 3.8 (3.4–4.2) <0.001 

Total bilirubin (mg/dL) 0.72 (0.59–0.97) 0.78 (0.5–1.1) 0.086 

ALT (U/L)  35 (24–62) 39 (27–64) 0.208 

AST (U/L)  31 (23–49) 43 (30–67) 0.003 

Creatinine (mg/dL)  0.88 (0.74–0.99) 0.88 (0.73–1.0.5) 0.111 

Alk-P (U/L) 70 (55–83) 85 (69–115) <0.001 

Platelets (/mm3) 139000 (101500–192500) 108500 (71750–158000) <0.001 

PT-INR 1.05 (1.01–1.08) 1.08 (1.03–1.16) <0.001 

HBsAg (+/−) (%) 86/59 (59.3/40.7) 102/120 (45.9/54.1) 0.012 

Anti-HCV (+/−) (%) 50/95 (34.5/65.5) 83/139 (37.4/62.6) 0.571 

Tumor size (cm)  1.7 (1.5–2.0) 1.6 (1.3–1.8) 0.008 

AFP (ng/mL)  16.3 (6.4–209.21) 13.63 (5.72-70.89) 0.378 

ALBI score −2.802 (−2.483–−2.956) −2.503 (−2.898–−2.049) <0.001 

MELD 7.19 (6.60–8.26) 8.00 (7.07–9.67) <0.001 

FIB-4 2.40 (1.54–3.92) 4.41 (2.28–7.61) <0.001 
Continuous variables are expressed as the median with 25th and 75th percentiles.  

SR=surgical resection; RFA=radiofrequency ablation; ALT=alanine aminotransferase; AST=aspartate aminotransferase; Alk-P= 

alkaline phosphatase; PT-INR= prothrombin time international normalized ratio; HBsAg =hepatitis B surface antigen; Anti-

HCV= anti-hepatitis C virus antibody; AFP= alpha-fetoprotein; ALBI= albumin–bilirubin; MELD= Model for End-Stage Liver 

Disease; FIB-4 =fibrosis-4 index 

 
  



Supplementary Table S2. The demographics of HCC patients who received SR and RFA after 

propensity score matching 

Variables SR 

(n=89) 

RFA 

(n=89) 

p 

Age (years)  65 (59–73) 63 (55–71) 0.126 

Sex (male) (%) 57 (64.0) 62 (69.7) 0.524 

Albumin (g/dL) 4.1 (3.8–4.4) 4.1 (3.7–4.4) 0.743 

Total bilirubin (mg/dL) 0.72 (0.59–0.94) 0.72 (0.51–1.05) 0.371 

ALT (U/L)  32 (22–61) 38 (27–62) 0.217 

AST (U/L)  29 (22–42) 39 (28–55) 0.182 

Creatinine (mg/dL)  0.90 (0.74–1.01) 0.87 (0.73–0.97) 0.371 

Alk-P (U/L) 66 (54–80) 80 (66–99) 0.243 

Platelets (/mm3) 136000 (975000–184500) 123000 (75500–185000) 0.365 

PT-INR 1.06 (1.02–1.09) 1.06 (1.00–1.11) 0.694 

HBsAg (+/−) (%) 56/33 (62.9/37.1) 50/39 (56.2/43.8) 0.445 

Anti-HCV (+/−) (%) 26/63 (29.2/70.8) 33/56 (37.1/62.9) 0.339 

Tumor size (cm)  1.7 (1.4–2.0) 1.7 (1.5–1.9) 0.981 

AFP (ng/mL)  11.81 (4.28–160.13) 11.46 (5.49–63.43) 0.901 

ALBI score −2.808 (−2.963–−2.467) −2.739 (−3.123–−2.432) 0.818 
Continuous variables are expressed as the median with 25th and 75th percentiles.  

SR=surgical resection; RFA=radiofrequency ablation; ALT=alanine aminotransferase; AST=aspartate aminotransferase; Alk-P= 

alkaline phosphatase; PT-INR= prothrombin time international normalized ratio; HBsAg= hepatitis B surface antigen; Anti-HCV= 

anti-hepatitis C virus antibody; AFP= alpha-fetoprotein; ALBI =albumin–bilirubin; MELD= Model for End-Stage Liver Disease; 

FIB-4= fibrosis-4 index 

 

 

 
 

 

  



 


