







Figure 1. Flow diagram of the PSE records included

Abbreviations: HPS, Health Care Professionals; PSEs, Patient Safety Event(s)

a Day hospital facility, operating rooms, ambulatory settings, intensive care units, or at the emergency department 
b Missing data regarding the hour when the incidences occurred 
Hospitals characteristics:


around 38,932 of admissions/year and 30,6841 in hospital stay/year


4,838 HCPs = nurses 2,193 (45.3%); nurses’ aides 1,161 (16.4%); physicians 791 (24%) others 693 (14.3%)


655 HCPs’ students





1 Academic Hospital (= 888 beds)


1 Rehabilitation Hospital (= 93 beds)


2 Community Hospitals (= 53 beds)





Total PSE records = 8,255 (100%)





PSEs records excluded:


3,780 (45.8%) = concerning excluded unitsa


590 (7.1%) = due to missing datab 


396 (4.8%) = occurring to visitors/outpatients/volunteers 





Falls = 1,966 (56.3%)


Clinical Administration = 191 (5.5%) 


Medication/Intravenous Fluids = 187 (5.4%)


Documentation = 175 (5.0%) 


Resources/Organizational Management = 163 (4.7%)


Behavior = 144 (4.1%)


Infrastructure/Building/Fixtures = 61 (1.7%)


Clinical Process/Procedure = 57 (1.6%)


Blood/Blood Products = 38 (1.1%)


Healthcare Associated Infection = 31 (0.9%)


Medical Device/equipment = 29 (0.8%)


Patient Accidents = 25 (0.7%)


Oxygen/Gas/Vapour = 19 (0.5%)


Other = 403 (11.6%)








Total PSE records analyzed = 3,489 (42.3%) 








