APPENDIX I 
Interview Guide for Fathers of Moderate and Late Preterm Infants

1. Can we start with what was it like to hear the news that your child was about to be born? What was the childbirth and delivery experience like? What did you expect upon learning your baby would be born preterm? What was your expectation of the NICU? 

2. Tell me about your NICU experience
Prompts: What were your expectations or concerns upon admission? How were these expectations/concerns realized? What was helpful during your NICU admission? What were the challenges you faced during your baby’s NICU admission? 
Probe: Consider experiences with staff, other parents, visitors, other needs

3. Tell me about your involvement in the Family Integrated Care Program
Prompts: How did you hear about the program? Why did you get involved in the program? How was the program beneficial to you? What aspects of the program do you think should be improved? How do you think the program could be changed to support fathers during their NICU stay?

4. Can you describe your experience of being discharged from the NICU? 
Prompts: What were your feelings about discharge? What did you expect? How were you prepared for discharged? Did you feel prepared to go home? What would be beneficial to you to help with the transition to home?

5. Describe your transition into parenthood? What was your experience in becoming a father?
Prompt: How did the admission to the NICU affect your transition to parenthood? 
Probe: Consider the emotional, psychosocial, mental aspect
Prompt: What would be helpful in the transition to parenthood while in the NICU? What have you found helpful in parenting your child?
Probe: Consider support groups, peer groups, online resources, partner, family, friends

6. How would you describe your relationship with your child?
Prompts: How would you describe your child? Happy? Playful? Difficult? 
How has your relationship with your child changed with time?

7. How would you describe your relationship with your partner? How has your relationship changed over time?

Concluding questions:
8. Finally, thank you for your time. Are there any other questions I should ask you that will shed light on your NICU experience? On your FICare experience?
9. Are there any other things that you would like to share about your experience as a father?
10. Do you have anything else to tell me about how the NICU could do a better job for transitioning fathers into parenthood of a preterm infant?
11. Do you have any questions that you would like to ask of me?

