Supplemental Content 1. Purification of Treg and Teff cells.

Treg and Teff cells were isolated from PBMCs by using a CD4+ CD25+CD127dim/, Regulatory T cell Isolation Kit II. The purity of the cells ranged between 93% and 97%.
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Supplemental Content 2. Suppressor effect exerted by Treg cells over Teff cells, as observed in most inactive SLE patients.

Treg (CD4+CD25hiCD127low/-) and Teff (CD4+CD25-CD127+) cells from inactive SLE patients were stimulated with ``Treg Suppression Inspector human'' (anti-CD2/CD3/CD28 beads) in the presence and absence of PRL (50░ng/ml). Cell proliferation was measured by the incorporation of [3H]-thymidine. The assays were performed in triplicate.
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