Appendix 1 Search strategy 
(1) PubMed 

	NO.
	Search strategy
	items

	#1
	("Chronic Fatigue Syndrome"[Mesh]) OR ("Myalgic Encephalomyelitis" [Mesh])
	

	#2
	(Chronic Fatigue Syndrome [Title/Abstract]) OR (Fatigue Syndrome, Chronic [Title/Abstract]) OR (Myalgic Encephalomyelitis [Title/Abstract])

	

	#3
	#1OR#2
	

	#4
	("acupuncture"[Mesh]) OR ("Acupuncture Therapy"[Mesh])
	

	#5
	(Acupuncture*[Title/Abstract]) OR Electroacupuncture[Title/Abstract] OR acupoint[Title/Abstract]) OR scalp needle[Title/Abstract] OR Zhenjiu[Title/Abstract] OR Zhenci[Title/Abstract] OR auricular acupuncture[Title/Abstract] OR catgut embedding[Title/Abstract] OR auricular therapy[Title/Abstract] OR acupressure[Title/Abstract]
	

	#6
	#4 OR #5
	

	#7
	"Meta-Analysis" [Publication Type] OR "Meta-Analysis as Topic"[Mesh]

	

	#8
	(Meta analys*[Title/Abstract]) OR Systematic review*[Title/Abstract]
	

	#9
	#7 OR #8
	

	#10
	#3 AND #6 AND #9
	


(2) Embase 

	NO.
	Search strategy
	items

	#1
	(' Chronic Fatigue Syndrome '/exp) OR (' Myalgic Encephalomyelitis '/exp)
	

	#2
	(' Chronic Fatigue Syndrome ':ab,ti) OR (' Fatigue Syndrome, Chronic ':ab,ti) OR (' Myalgic Encephalomyelitis ':ab,ti)
	

	#3
	#1 OR #2
	

	#4
	'acupuncture'/exp OR (' Acupuncture Therapy '/exp) 
	

	#5
	acupuncture*:ab,ti OR electroacupuncture:ab,ti OR 'scalp needle':ab,ti OR acupoint:ab,ti OR Zhenjiu:ab,ti OR Zhenci:ab,ti OR auricular acupuncture:ab,ti OR catgut embedding:ab,ti OR auricular therapy:ab,ti OR acupressure:ab,ti
	

	#6
	#4 OR #5                        
	

	#7
	'meta analysis'/exp
	

	#8
	'meta analys*':ab,ti OR 'systematic review*':ab,ti
	

	#9   
	#7 OR #8                        
	

	#10
	#3 OR #6 OR #9
	


(3) Cochrane Library 
	NO.
	Search strategy
	items

	#1
	MeSH descriptor: [Alzheimer Disease] explode all trees
	

	#2
	("Alzheimer Disease"):ti,ab,kw AND ("Senile Dementia"):ti,ab,kw
	

	#3
	#1 OR #2
	

	#4
	MeSH descriptor: [Acupuncture] explode all trees
	

	#5
	(Acupuncture*):ti,ab,kw OR (Electroacupuncture):ti,ab,kw OR ("scalp needle"):ti,ab,kw
	

	#6
	#4 OR #5
	

	#7
	MeSH descriptor: [Meta-Analysis] explode all trees
	

	#8
	("Meta analys*"):ti,ab,kw OR ("Systematic review*"):ti,ab,kw
	

	#9
	#7 OR #8
	

	#10
	#3 AND #6 AND #9
	


(4) Web of Science
	NO.
	Search strategy
	items

	#1
	(Chronic Fatigue Syndrome [Topic]) OR (Myalgic Encephalomyelitis [Topic])
	

	#2
	(Chronic Fatigue Syndrome [Title]) OR (Fatigue Syndrome, Chronic [Title]) OR (Myalgic Encephalomyelitis [Title])
	

	#3
	#1 OR #2
	

	#4
	acupuncture[Topic] 
	

	#5
	acupuncture* [Title] OR electroacupuncture[Title] OR scalp needle[Title] OR acupoint[Title] OR Zhenjiu[Title] OR Zhenci[Title] OR auricular acupuncture[Title] OR catgut embedding[Title] OR auricular therapy[Title] OR acupressure[Title]
	

	#6
	#4 OR #5                        
	

	#7
	meta analysis[Topic]
	

	#8
	meta analys*[Title] OR systematic review*[Title]
	

	#9   
	#7 OR #8                        
	

	#10
	#3 OR #6 OR #9
	


(4) Chinese databases

	Databases
	Search strategy
	items

	CNKI
	 (慢性疲劳综合征 OR 慢性疲劳综合症OR肌痛性脑脊髓炎OR CFS) AND (针灸OR针刺OR电针OR头针 OR 耳针OR 穴位按压 OR 穴位埋线) AND (系统评价OR系统综述OR荟萃分析OR meta分析OR元分析 OR 多元分析)
	

	WANFANG DATA
	
	

	VIP
	
	

	CBM
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