[bookmark: _Ref124048435]Supplemental Digital Content 2. Inclusion Criteria
Articles that did not meet the following criteria, for the purposes of this evidence-based clinical practice guideline, were excluded. To be included as evidence in the guideline, an article had to be a report of a study that:
· Investigated patients with cervical spine surgery, thoracic spine surgery, and lumbar spine surgery;
· Excluded patients with tumor, trauma, or infections; 
· Included patients ≥18 years of age;
· Were studies that enrolled ≥80% of cervical spine surgery, thoracic spine surgery, and lumbar spine surgery (we include studies with mixed patient populations if they report results separately for each group/patient population);
· Was a full article report of a clinical study;
· Was not a medical records review, meeting abstract, historical article, editorial, letter, or commentary;
· Appeared in a peer-reviewed publication or a registry report;
· Enrolled a minimum of 20 patients;
· Was of humans;
· Was published in or after 1946;
· Quantitatively presented results;
· Was not an in vitro study;
· Was not a biomechanical study;
· Was not performed on cadavers;
· Was published in English;
· Was not a systematic review, meta-analysis, or guideline developed by others.[footnoteRef:1] [1: The guideline task force did not include systematic reviews, guidelines or meta-analyses conducted by others. These documents are developed using different inclusion criteria than those specified in this guideline; therefore, they may include studies that do not meet the inclusion criteria specific in this guideline. In cases where these types of documents’ abstract suggested relevance to the guideline’s recommendations, the task force searched their bibliographies for additional studies.] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Systematic reviews or meta-analyses conducted by others, or guidelines developed by others were not included as evidence to support this review due to the differences in article inclusion/exclusion criteria specified compared with the criteria specified by the Guidelines Task Force. Although these articles were not included as evidence to support the review, these articles were recalled for full-text review for the Guidelines Task Force to conduct manual searches of the bibliographies.


