Supplemental Digital Content 1 – Table 1
Trends in the social demographics of all General Social Survey participants, General Social Survey, 1972-2008. 


1972
1978
1988
1998
2008



n (%)
n (%)
n (%)
n (%)
n (%)

Variable
N=1613
N=1532
N=1481
N=2832
N=2023
Race


White
1348 (83.6)
1358 (88.6)
1234 (83.3)
2241 (79.1)
1559 (77.1)

Black
261 (16.2)
158 (10.3)
186 (12.6)
400 (14.1)
281 (13.9)


Other
4 (0.3)
16 (1.0)
61 (4.1)
191 (6.7)
183 (9.1)

Gender


Female
806 (50.0)
889 (58.0)
843 (56.9)
1600 (56.5)
1094 (54.1)


Male
807 (50.0)
643 (42.0)
638 (43.1)
1232 (43.5)
929 (45.9)
Age 


18-24
200 (12.4)
204 (13.4)
170 (11.5)
242 (8.56)
184 (9.1)

25-34
358 (22.3)
398 (26.1)
339 (23.0)
627 (22.2)
347 (17.2)

35-44
240 (14.9)
271 (17.8)
330 (22.3)
679 (24.0)
379 (18.8)

45-54
316 (19.7)
198 (13.0)
164 (11.1)
481 (17.0)
414 (20.6)

55-64
252 (15.7)
200 (13.1)
180 (12.2)
320 (11.3)
314 (15.6)

65+
242 (15.1)
254 (16.7)
294 (19.9)
479 (16.9)
375 (18.6)
Marital Status


Never married
210 (13.0)
237 (15.5)
298 (20.1)
663 (23.4)
531 (26.3)

Separated/Divorced
104 (6.5)
181 (11.8)
234 (15.8)
539 (19.0)
351 (17.4)

Married 
1160 (71.9)
960 (62.7)
788 (53.2)
1346 (47.6)
972 (48.2)

Widowed
139 (8.6)
153 (10.0)
161 (10.9)
283 (10.0)
164 (8.1)
Education


Less than high school
641 (39.9)
485 (31.8)
391 (26.5)
486 (17.2)
340 (16.9)

High school diploma
776 (48.3)
821 (53.8)
803 (54.3)
1617 (57.3)
1091 (54.1)

College degree (4 year)
191 (11.9)
220 (14.4)
284 (19.2)
717 (25.4)
587 (29.1)
Religion


Protestant
1031 (64.1)
979 (64.1)
906 (61.2)
1524 (54.5)
1040 (51.6)

Catholic
413 (25.7)
384 (25.1)
384 (26.0)
705 (25.2)
470 (23.3)

Jewish
54 (3.4)
29 (1.9)
30 (2.0)
50 (1.8)
39 (1.9)

None
83 (5.2)
119 (7.8)
118 (8.0)
396 (14.2)
332 (16.5)

Other
27 (1.7)
17 (1.1)
42 (2.8)
122 (4.4)
133 (6.6)
Family Income (adjusted to 2000 dollars)

<$25,000
448 (30.4)
523 (36.5)
513 (37.8)
795 (31.8)
603 (34.0)

$25,000-49,999
569 (38.6)
501 (35.0)
431 (31.8)
940 (37.6)
472 (26.6)

$50,000+
457 (31.0)
408 (28.5)
413 (30.4)
768 (30.7)
699 (39.4)
Region of US


Northeast
388 (24.1)
335 (21.9)
289 (19.5)
569 (20.1)
355 (17.6)

Midwest
446 (27.7)
443 (28.9)
407 (27.5)
696 (24.6)
469 (23.2)

South
499 (30.9)
502 (32.8)
504 (34.0)
1021 (36.1)
750 (37.1)

Mountain West
56 (3.5)
66 (4.3)
105 (7.1)
188 (6.6)
154 (7.6)

Pacific
224 (13.9)
186 (12.1)
176 (11.9)
358 (12.6)
295 (14.6)
Size of city


City
622 (38.6)
405 (26.4)
403 (27.2)
970 (34.3)
656 (32.4)

Suburb (incorporated)
321 (19.9)
359 (23.4)
474 (32.0)
1044 (36.9)
575 (28.4)

Exurb (unincorporated)
173 (10.7)
253 (16.5)
243 (16.4)
142 (5.0)
315 (15.6)

Small city/town
204 (12.7)
198 (12.9)
151 (10.2)
416 (14.7)
230 (11.4)

Rural or open area
293 (18.2)
317 (20.7)
210 (14.2)
260 (9.2)
247 (12.2)
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